The surgical management of post-partum haemorrhage.
Life-threatening post-partum haemorrhage (PPH) occurs with a frequency of 1 per 1000 deliveries in the developed world. In the 1994-1996 Triennial Confidential Enquiry into Maternal Deaths in the United Kingdom primary PPH was responsible for five deaths. In this chapter we discuss briefly the assessment and initial medical management of the patient with primary PPH but concentrate on the surgical management where medical treatment has failed. The surgical management discussed includes both traditional or long-established management strategies together with newer, less radical surgical options, such as embolization techniques, uterine compression sutures and methods involving uterine tamponade, which are less hazardous to perform and have the advantage of preserving reproductive function. The recommendations of the reports from the Confidential Enquiries into Maternal Deaths in the UK are summarized at the end of the chapter.